Renovations for New Chancery Office Underway at 517 East Broadway

If you are interested in following the progress of the Chancery project, the contractor, Hurley-Testa, has created a blog that may be accessed by clicking on the following link:

http://st-george-remodel-htcci.blogspot.com/ 

By Denise Lymperis

After languishing in the dark and dusty cellar of the home adjacent to St. George Cathedral at 517 East Broadway for more than two decades, the Chancery office is finally in the process of being relocated to the first floor of the elegant late 19th century edifice.  Renovations began last fall and once completed, the entire home will serve as the Chancery of the Albanian Orthodox Archdiocese in America and the Fan S. Noli Library and Cultural Center.

The project is being led by a Strategic Planning Committee (SPC), whose members include Archdiocesan Lay Vice-Chairman Michael Gregory, Lauren Toli Gregory, Matthew Santangelo, Dorothy Christo Cornetta, Matthew Sotir, and Denise Lymperis.  The SPC is working under the guidance of Bishop Nikon and Fr. Arthur Liolin.

According to SPC member Lauren Toli Gregory, the office will be shared by the Archdiocese and St. George Cathedral.  “This office is going to give us a central focus for both St. George’s and the Archdiocese,” she said, highlighting the importance of the long overdue project.  The home is owned by the Cathedral, which forfeited $1,000 month in rental income from the first floor apartment unit in order to create the office.  In turn, the Archdiocese is paying for all renovations and will be responsible for future maintenance of the office.

A fundraising campaign was launched late last summer to solicit major gifts throughout the Archdiocese for the project.  The fundraising goal is $350,000.  As of mid-March, Lauren reported that a total of $208,950 had been pledged, of which $176,670 was received.  This includes a $10,000 gift from Bishop Nikon and a $5,000 gift from Fr. Arthur and Priftëresha Margaret, which was matched by a parishioner of St. George Cathedral.  Another $5,000 gift from a family in Florida was matched by the Archdiocese.  In addition, a family from Lexington gave $50,000 toward the creation of a beautifully landscaped Chancery Garden and Gazebo in the backyard of the home.

Lauren added that a second general fundraising campaign will be launched this spring throughout the Archdiocese.  Everyone will receive a letter and color brochure with photographs about the project.  Donors of gifts totaling $1,000 or more will be honored on a plaque that will be placed in the foyer of the home.

The renovations are being performed by Hurley-Testa Construction Co., Inc. of Medfield, Mass., which has more than 20 years of experience in all aspects of home remodeling and renovations.  The base bid for the project is $134,000, which includes extensive demolition, remodeling of the kitchen and bathroom, as well as repairs and restoration of the entranceway and rooms to their original appearance.  The plans include a private office for the Bishop, a main meeting room, a reception room (greeting area), and a business office.  Additional costs for exterior repairs, utilities, finishes, furnishings, and appliances are still to be determined.  

The renovations are expected to be finished by the end of the summer.  A dedication ceremony is planned for September.

