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" Neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

                                                                                              Epistle to the Romans 8:39

Beloved Faithful, 

             In this life, there are so many ways in which people are separated from each other. By geographical distance, by divergent opinions, by social distinctions and circumstance, by varying degrees of behavior, by vocational interest and values, by education and age group, by differences of culture, of language, of political affiliation or personal sentiment, by intent or by accident. For Christians and indeed for all human beings, this alienation is embodied by the most potent of all divisions: death. 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ disputes and refutes that ultimate form of all separations. Instead, the Gospel's good news proclaims that God never abandons us. However sad or lonely or heartbroken we may feel at the moment, however despondent or isolated, disappointed or disillusioned, the Living God who loves all creation is present within our reach. To comfort and to heal, to restore and to rebuild, to reunite and to renew. Like all things that are holy and blessed, it requires only our faith and trust in God and freely offered belief in the astounding proclamation: "Christ is Risen!" 

It is often said that, like Jesus, everyone shall have their own personal cross to bear as they walk through life, whether it be illness or loss. Let it also be that we all share together in the redemptive joy of The Lord's Resurrection. I pray that all your deepest separations are short-lived, that they be suffered avenues for growth in wisdom and that you anticipate with gladness the Paschal Light of Divine Love. That is my hope and prayer for you and yours as we celebrate this Easter of a new millennium.

With Pastoral Love in the Risen Lord,

+Fr. Arthur
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